SONORAN PRONGUHORN ANTELOPE RECOVERY TEAM

May 24, 1988

Mr. Mike Spear, Regional Director
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Post Office Box 1306

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

Dear Mr. Spear:

Re: Minutes of the April 26, 1988 meeting of the Sonoran
Pronghorn Antolope Recovery Team

Enclosed for your review and consideration are the minutes of the
April 26, 1988 meeting of the Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope Recovery
Toam held at the Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge office,
Ajo, Arizona.

Bach partidipant at the meeting has had an opportunity to review
and make edltorial commentgs on the minutes. Additionally each
participant has been forwarded a copy of the £final mecting
minutes.

If I can be of further Aassietance plaase feel rree to centuct me

at any time.
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Riciiard Remington

Team Member

Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope
Recovery Tweam
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Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope Recovery Team
Minutes of April 26, 1988
Cabeza Priwvca National wildlife Refuge

Ajo, Arizona

The April 26, 1988 meeting of the Sonoran Pronghorn Antelopa
Recovery Team was called to order at 9:00 AM at the Cabeza Prieta
National wildlife Refuge office 1in Ajo, Arizona (attendance
roster provided).

Introductions were made and a short discussion on the need for

the meeting was provided by Richard Remington, team leader (sce
attached agenda).

This meeting was called basically to discuss three Ltems, (L)
current and proposed Sonoran Pronghora Antelope research, (2)
endangered speclies consultations and (3) discussion of the
Chuckawalla Bench of southeastern California as a possible
reintroduction site for Sonoran Pronghorn Antelopo. A discugsion
of each agenda item tollows.

1. Norm sSmith; Arlzona Coop. Fish and WildlLife Research Unit

Norm Smith preseanced a brief history of the Coop. Units
involvemant in Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope research. "University
personnel met with the F.W.S5. in Albuquerque approximately 6
months ago to develop study proposals to meet research neods
recommended by the Sonoran Pronghorn Antclope Recovery team,
Initially a study proposal was developed to invest1gaLe quallty
and quantity of the torago Dase. L0 subseguoui meglligs wilh Lhs
F.W.5. Reglon, Cabez Prieta, and Arizona Game and Fish
Department personnel, study proposals were expanded to include
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and relationship of free standing water. Incidental of these
aspects general obsorvatlions of mortality, natality, and antelope
raesponse to low level aircraft £lights will be gatherod.

Norm Smith introduced Keith Hughes as a graduate student
working on these studies and pasged out a synopsis of "Gxpaected
Qutputs from Sonoran’ Pronghorn Study" (copy attached). Keith
Hughes 1is in the field now gathering data for the current
study. The current studies basically run on a calendor year
schedule and annual reports may be available at the end of cach
calendar year,

2. Jim deVos; Arizona Game and Fish Department

The Arizona Game and Fish Department became involved in
Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope research in 1983. Studies woere



conducted betwean 1983 and 1986. The final report describing the
resulkts of these studies has been ‘distributed Lo cooperators.
Current A,G.F. studies were 1nitiated in November 1987 with funds
received from the U,.S. Air Force, Luke Air Force Base ($10,000),
Wyoming One-~Shot Antelope Foundation ($8,500) and the Arizona
Game and Fish Department.

Current research is basically designed for the capture and
radio collaring of individual antelope to continue movement
studies, Field activitiea invelve vegetation sampling for forage
quality and vegetation typiny through spring 1988, AGFD will not
assume a lead role in vegetation studies; this will be primarily
done in studies conducted by U of A personnel, Aerial location
flights will continue to September 1988, Current study contracts
are for onc year and will end September 1988. The AGFD has no
commitment to continue Sonoran Antelope studies past that time,
The cost of each aerial telemetry flight for antelope is
approximately $700.00 per month,

The AGFDL is also investigating electrophoretic and
mitochondrial DNA research to be used in conjunction with cranial
measurements for determining subspecific status. This research
would cost approximately $4000.,00. buring the 1987 Bonoran
Pronghorn Antelope captures, blood and bacterial cultures were
taken on 9 of 10 antelope. Preliminary disease results suggest
there are probably no setious disease factors regulating Sonoran
Pronghorn populations, No titers were found to IBR, bLVD, PIL3,
RSV or Brucellosis There were no internal parasites found from
fecal pellet analysis. Analysis of trace elements showed levels
of zinc etc. to be normal, levels of copper appearac .low.
Proliminary results of bacteriology found no serious pathogens,
however a wvariety of common bacteria were fdentified.
Histopathology results from samples taken from an antelope that
was euthanized during the capture should be coming in by late
summer. The AGFD will continue field studies, primarily
vegotation analysis, through spring 1988, acrial telemetry
Fliohts &2 Coptombory 35068 and will

qgenetic and other data as possible,
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3. Dave Stanbrough; Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Rufuge

- 'the- CPNWR is pvasically walting  for results and
recommendations of researchers Dufore proceeding with any
specific field activities, The CPNWR will be providing
logistigal support to researchers whenover possiole. The CPNWR
has two diurnal time Japse cameras which may be placed on
suspected antelope water sources this summer. The CPNWR is also
proceading to acquire stersce aerial photo coverage of the
refuge, This may aid in wvegetation mapping and other rescarch
needs.

Dave also explained the responsibility of coordination of
Sonoran Pronghorn for purposes of the Endangored Species Act was
tranferred to the CPNWR on March 28, 1988. Additionally the



Ecological Services Divisjon of tho FWS will be provading
support,

A short discussion on the possibility of installing bee
traps arocund some waters on CPNWR was initiated, It was brought
up that the Carl B. Hayden Bee Research Lab 1is currently
monitoring similar trans on Qrgan Pipe Cactus Natcional HMonument
to document arrival of Africanized bees. These aggressive bees
may effect wildlife use of water sources,

A discussion on vegetation transects on Cabpeza Prieta
National Wildlife Refuge and off the refuge by the BLM was
initiated. Dave Stanbrough explained that vegetation and small
mammal trapping has been done on the refuge beginning in 1983 ana
continued through 1986, The BLM is doing similar vegetation
transects off the refuge every 3 years, The- BLM and CPNWR will
coordinate running vegetation transects in the future.

An additional discussion concerning the fence line on the
CPNWR and Organ Pipc Cactus National Monument boundary took
place. It was suggested that since livestock have been excluded
from the CPNWR that this fence was no longered needed. It was
brought up that OPCNM will be updating management programs and
this item could be discussed in their planning documents.

4. Russ Haughey; Luke Air Force Base

Luke Alr Force Base would like to change current presonnel
on the Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope Recovery Team. It was
suggested that TAFB write to the, USFWS Regional Director
requesting the personnel change. LAFB will send a letter to the
regional director in the future,

An outline summary was passed out by Russ showing "needed
research for Goldwater Range Operations" from their current
contract with AGPFD and also additional research they would like
to see done (copy attached). Funding for additional research
from LAFB is uncertain, however the Alr Force will cooperate as
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rosearch.

5. Douy Pomeroy; U. S. Navy for M.C.A.S. Yuma

The Marine Corp Air Station Yuma wants to ensure that
installation operations are in compliance with the Endanyered
Species Act, National Environmental Policy Act and also work
through the Sikes Act to promote wildlife resources. Basically
these first two laws speak to the actlons of MCAS. The Sikes
Act 1is a regponsibllity of MCAS not necessarily tiesd to any
action of 4installation operations, MCAS believes any actions
taken to improve the status of Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope will be
an asset to users of the Barry M. Goldwater Range particularly
for meeting endangered species compliance, MCAS Yuma through the
U.S. Navy will be funding Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope studies in



cooporaiion with USFWS. - MCAS, through their

contractor, has
“submitted a bioclogical aSsessment on thelr WTL and has received a

"No Jeopary" - opinion on these operations £rom the USFWS.
Additionally a Preliminary Environmental Assessment on future WTI
{s peing circulated for comments, ‘

6, Open discussion concerning the Biological Assessment and
Preliminary Environmental Assessment on MCAS spring 1988 WTI
courssg,

- At this point a-general- -discussion took place primarily aver
the "Blological ' Assessment ..for Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope

(Antilocapra americana sonoriunsis) on the Barry M. Goldwater

Range in relation to Weapons Tactics Instructor Training at

Marine Corps Air Station Yuma". Doug Pomeroy stated that MCAS

wants  to improve the gquality of documentation for their WTI

courses and. to develop an umbrella type plan for the WTI -and
other MCAS uses of the BMGR. It was brought out by Ricé¢hard

on the biological assessment. - The AGFD, through, cooperative
agreements with the USAF and Marine Corps, as well' as  through
normal endangered species compliance routing, should have been
involved. Mr. Ron McKinstry, USFWS Ecological Sexvicag ‘stated
that AGFD should have been involved and the agencién: involved
should coordinate on endangered species . compliance within the
BMGHWR. It was suggested that the contractor writing the
assessment for the Marines had contacted AGFD but was .unable to

get documentaticn. Jim devns and Joan Scott statsd the

contractor had called AGFD otice, The contractor was told to send
their request in writing to AGFD. Apparently no futhgr contact
between the contractor and AGFD took™ place. Richarda Remington

-asked ._specifically  what _prompted -the Marines to dfaftc -the - .

Biological _Assessment and Environmental. Assaessmeént. of . WTI
courses. Dave Stanbrough said the reasoning for the bioclogigal
adsesomcul was based on requirements Lor issuance ol spediai udd
permits for low level aircraft £lights through CPNWR which
TEGUirss andangsivd  ancdilos aoaastiol bon. Dave alxd SHGOem ] e

that this discussion concerning disagreements .between the

agencies. was . not_ _appraopriate .. for..the _raecovery. . téam.-.—Dave . ...

suggested that the recovery team should not be used as a:.forum to
alr agency grievances. ‘

- Remington-and .Jim deVos that the AGEFD _was.not contactdd . for.input. . = . _

"~ Subsequently no further discussion concerning the biological ~
asgessment oy Preliminary EBnvironmental Assessment on MCAS
activities occurred,

7. Richard Remington, discussion on possibility of
reintroducing Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope into the Chutkawalla
Bénch of southeastern California. ' o,

Richard Remington brought up that he had had discussions
with personnel from the California Department of Fish and Game

- ¢concerning the 4introduction of Sonoran Pronghorn Antélope into

the Chuckawalla Bench of southeastern California. It appears



that California would be favorable tuv such a reincroduction, It
was the opinicn of the recovery team that further contacts be
made through the FWS to investigate this possipbility,
Investigations into land status and land uses (i.e. proposed
wilderneas etc.) and conflicts need to be performed as well as
bilological investigations of the habitat, The Sonoran Pronghorn
Ant.alope Recovery Team requests that the Regional Director pursue
contacts with appropriate agencies to discuss the potential of
releasing Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope into the Chuckawalla
Bench., I1f such a release is feasible a captive breeding program

may be necessary to obtaln antelope numbers needed for this
transplant.



NAME

ATTENDANCE ROSTER

ADDRESS

(continuea)

AFFILIATION

Scanbrough, Dave
Refuge Manager

VanRiper, Steve
Asst. Manager

1611 N. 2nd Ave,
Ajo, Az. 85321

1611 N. 2nd Ave.
Ajo, Az. 85321

Cabeza Prieta
Nat'l W/L Refuge

Cabeza Prieta
Nat'l W/ILL Refuge



NAME

ATTENDANCE ROSTER

ADDRESS

AFFILIATION

deVos, Jim
Contracts Admin.

Fredlake, Mark
Wildlife Biologists

Fowler-Propst, Jennifer
USFWS Refuges

Haughey, Russ

Wildlife Biologist
Hughes, Keith

Johnson, Terry B.
Endang.Spec¢, Coord.

Maugham, Eugene
Unit Leader

McKinstry, Ron

Mikus, Bill
Resnurce Mgmnt.
Specialist

' Pomeroy, Doug
U.S. Navy for MCAS

Remington, Richard
Recovery Team

Scott, Joan
Wildlife Specialist

smith, Norm
Asst, Unit Leader

2222 W. Greenway Rd.
Phoenix, Az. 85023

2015 W. Deor Valley
Phoenix, Az. 85027

P.O.Box 1306
Albuquerque ,N.M.
87103

832 CSG/DEVN
LAFB ,Az. 85309

3700 N.lst Ave., #2005
Tucson,Az. 85719

2222 W.Greenway Rd.
Phoenix, Az. 85023

Az, Coop, and
Wildlife Unit
210 Biosclil. East
Tucson, Az. 85721

3616 W. Thomas $ 6
Phoenix,Az. 85019

Rt.l Box 100
Organ Pipe Cactus

Naticanal Monnmant

Ajo, AZQ 85321
Box 727, Code 243

San Bruno, Ca, 94066

Yuma, Az.
3005 Pacific Ave.
Yuma, Az. 85365

2222 W. Greenway Rd,
Phoenix, Az. 85023

Az.Coop. and
Wildlife Unit
210 Bilosci (B)
Tucson, Az, 85721

Az. Game & Fish
602-942-3000

B.L.M.
602~863~4464

U.S.F.W.5.
505-766-8049

Luke A.F.B.
602-856-3621/7293

University of Az,
602-293-2846

Az. Game & Fish
Non-Game Branch
602-942-3000

U.S. visl -and
Wildlife Service
University of Az.
602-26)-4720

Pish & Wildl.Serv
602-261-4720 i

Nat'l Park Serv
602-387-6849

Fac.Eng. Comm,
415-677-7408

Az, Game & Fish
602-344~-3436

Az, Game & Fish
602-942-3000

U.S. Fish and
WildLife Serv.
University of Az,
602~621=1105



