Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope Recovery Team
Minutes of the January 15, 1987 Meeting

The January 15, 1987 meeting of the Sonoran Pronghorn
Antelope Recovery Team was called to order at i0:00 A.M, at Luke
Alr Force Baso Arizona (attendance rogtor provided),

Introductions wero made and a short discussion of tho last

meeting and minutes were presented by Richard Remington team
leader,

This mecting of Lho Recovery Tcam was called to discuss two
items. TMhese topleg arve (1) rinal Report on the Sonoran
Pronghorn Antelope Study, wheve do we go now and (2) Draft master
plan for Buenos Alres Natlonal wWildllifc Refugs (BANWR) and the
potantial for a penned propagatlon project of snnoran antelope at
BANWR. © Discussiong and rocommendations of tho Racovery Team for
thcqw two Ltoms are prnnontud in datail below, : .

(1) prafit Final RepoxL on onoran Pronghorn status in
Arizona.

My, Jamgs deVos Arizona Game and Fish néparlmﬁﬂl project

supervisGr was -vreguested to discuss the findings of the study and

how Lhe study had addressed objectlves. Subsequent to Mr,
devos's presentation it was apparont that data on home range,
saasonal habltat selectlon, mortality, and natality have beun

adequately addrossed, -(t. has beon ahown that: free interchange of

Sonoran proughorn across thé U,S, - Mexico borvder does not ‘
exist, Therefore the U,8, and Mewxico-populations cam not be-
addros¢od collectively although genoraliLieu 6f thu U.S.
population (se¢asonal habitat preferences etce.) may be consistart,

Although the current study has answered many questions on
tho goneral Lifg history of Sonoran pronghorn tho Recovery Toeam
doos not baliaeve that adequato data oxist Lo mont recosvery noods
as outlined within the Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope Recovery
Plan,”“Tha,pogulatian,estiMates;oE the 1.8, Sonoran. pronghorn
antelope has remained relatlvely unchangeq for some 60 years,
The Draft Final Report as gubmitted states "There is also no
clear means of increasing the populaticon except by hahitat
protection." There (s no definitive explanation of environmental
reslstance which suppresses populationg no the zpproximately 100
indlviduals occurring since the turn of the century even in the
wake of good fawn survival (at least during the years of this
atudy) .




In lieu of this the concensus of the Recovery Team is that
three specific programs are nceded which will address, in time,
rocovery needs of the Snnoran pronghown antelopo, ‘These
recomnendat ions include:

(1) Haintenance of radio telemetry collars on a
reprosentative portion of the population on a ranye wide basis to
aid in annual surveys, Survey cfforts prior to this study
produced few antelope observations, To adoquately consus
populations tclemetry is undmibadly the mogt cost-effective
mothod. With the compietion of the current study no systematic
censusing of the population has heen proposed, Without range
wide censusing there can be no determination of whether recovery
efforts are being met or if the population is begining to
decline, It is of utmost importance that the U.S, population be
adequately and annually consused, 7Thn use of radlo telemetry
collars over such a wide expanse of habhivat coupled with problems
of access, lends itsclf extyremely well to the use of satollite
telemetyy. Not only would maintenance of radio collared
pronghorn provide continuing data on wovements and produce best
annual census maethods, but it would also allow for further
development in logistics of satellite tracking,

(2) Begin an intensive inventory of the forage base within
specific pronghorn antelope home ranges, It must be dotermined
if forage quality within Sonoran anteclope annual and seasonal
home ranges provides adoguate nutrition to support population
axpangion. Of the environmental resistance factors present
within Lhe current distribution of Sonoran pronghorn tho quality
of available forage on a sgasonal basis can be quantificd, By
deternining the quality of forgao avallable to Sonoran pronghorn
versus thelr caloric needs we can be determine if recovery
ofiforts can bhe meot within their current distribution, This
study would consist of monitoring two antolope, one with a

localized home range versus an antclope with a wide home range,
Collections of vrefarrod farans within z2az50al Ude coeas woultsd
b wade At leage 4 times during the year, preferrably on six
occasions. TForage would he analyzed for water content, caloric
value, minoral and ash content; etc. Forage value would be

ovaluated bhased on. literature on the needs of antelope. This

study should continue for a minimum of.three- years. - ot T T

(3) Intensive invaestigations of fawning chronology and
mortality within a localized antelope hord, The specific timing
of fawming; periods of greatest fawning mortality and specific
micro habitats used for fawning have not been adeyguatoly

describhed. This study would consist of capturing and radio

cellaring six to eight pregnant does within a herd of limited



home range and with generally free access (¢g, Cameron Charco
herd), Vaginal ingerts weuld be implanted in pregnant does,
puring parturition inserts would be activated-allowiny immediata
location of the fawn, fFawns would then he instrumented wich
tolometry collars and be consistently monjitored during theix
first woek and periodically after, Any mortality could be
spocifically identified and imwmodiate access to fawn carcasses
for indepth necropsy would be possiblo.

Coupled with this study would he an Intonsive investigation
into the prosence and impact of predators within anteclope
ranges. This gstudy would consist of establishing scat transects
for coyotes and othor predators,. In addition coyotes and bobcats
would be collected within specific fawning habitat to document
antolope predation throughout fawning montha. Bobeats and
predators will he colloctced for stomach content anhalysis to
document dogrce of antelope fawn predation within specific study
areas, Such scat transects and predator collections would be
locatod within antelope fawning habitat and preferably within the
Cabeza Pricta National Wildlife Refuge and Organ Pipo Caccus
National Monument for case of access,

Thesn studios, as outlined, have many significant additiocnal
advantages, FPFach antolope captured €or any of these studies will
provide data on standard mcasurements and blood can also be taken
to continue disease investigation and subspecies status, Bach
Sonoran pronghorn antelope handled adds significantly to data
available on this unique subspecios. }

The sccond agenda itom of this meeting was involved with
commenting on the Draft Master Plan for Buenos Alres National

Wildllfe nofege,  he Nooovery Tows pellieves strongly that all

‘avallable historic ranges or habitats should bo evaluated for
poténtis) to support satellite populations of Sonoran pronghorn
antelopo. The Recovery Team also bhelieves that propagation of
gonoran pronghorn supported by individual supplements far the
exsisting population, is the only viable method of obtaining a
ponulation suitahle for ralaaca, Fature abndy boams !
invostigating the pohential of the BANWK to support pronghorn-
should have ropresentation from the Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope
Recovery Team, A soparate letter was forwarded to the Rogional -
Diractor outlining the position of thae Recovory Team on the DrafL
~ BANWR Master Plan (seo attachment). o - -

As the poteontial exists at BANWR for pen propagating Sonoran
pronghorn, all such avenues for propagation must be
investigated, In light of the success met with breeding programs



at. the Phoonix Zoo the Recovory Peam recommends that, discussions
be held with the Phoonix Zoo for an additional propagat.ion
program, Such a program lnvelving two propagation lecations wil)
allow for exchange of pronghorn for ¢genetiec integrity and will
undoubtly shorbLen time frames in propagating a herd suitahle for !:
release, Panned antelope will allow detailed studies of the
physiology of this unigque subspecies, [t suach propagation
programs become a reality all arcas of histeric range and/or
hahitat must be evaluated for potentlal to support & free voaming
herd., The Sonoran Pronghorn Antolope Recovery Team will bogin
such an effort as soon as commitments for propagation can be
reached,

Director solicit proposals Erom the current stndy team for chese
studies as outlined, 1In addition the Recovery Team recommends
that the Regional birvector lend support for propagation of
Sonoran pronghorn att the BANWR. The Recovery ‘Toam also
rocommends that direct lines of communication be open with the
Phoenix Z2oo ko pursue a propagation program. \

Tn summary Lhe Recovery Team redquasts that tho Reglonal ) (R
i

In closing the Sonoran Pronghorn Antolope Recovery Tean
halleves astrongly that closer ties bo made with tLhe Republic of
Maxico to involve nocessary agencies and individuals with our
racovory efforts, The team suggests that the final roport of the
Bonaran Antolope Study be translated to spanish along with all
other pertinent studies, cte. and sent to the proper Mexican
authoritics. We also rocommend thak appropriate individuals from
Maxica be given Formal invitations and encouragement for
at;endancu to all further Recovery Team meotings, The tvam also
reecommends thelr particiovarion he aoache in srepoagatican
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and that release sites within Mexico be evaluated along with
thoae. within the U.S.. Basically the Recovaery Team believes more
direct communication must be oponed with the Mexican

yovernment, Pewvsonnol from the Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument could assume this role for the Recovery Team {f
approprliate and with the support of the Redional hiveckar

I hope you find these minutes and recommendations of
value, If I or any momber of the Sonoran Rronghornh Antelopo
Recovery Team can be of any further assistance please fesl froe
to contact mo at any time. ‘

Sincerely,

Ricvhard Remington

sonoran Pronghorn Antelope Rocovory ‘feam
Team leador

3005 pacific Avo.

Yuma, Arxizona 8536%

(602) 344-3436
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