January 20, 1987

Mr, Mike Spear

Regional pDirvector

U.8, Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 1306

Albuguorque, Now Mexico 87103

Dear Mr. Spear:

As you are aware the Sonoran Pronghorn Antelupe Recovery
Twam meat at Luke Alr Force Base, Arizona on January 15, 1987,
The minutes of this meeting will be forwarded subsequent to
reviow by team members, A main topic of discussion at this
masting wae tho Draft rinal Plan for the Buenos Alres National
Wildlife Refugc (BANWR). 1In order to weot commitments for
comments on this document I felt 1t novossary to rolay the
feelings of the Recovery Team on this topie te vou seperately.

“PFirst I want to express tho appregiation of tho Recovery
Team on -finding that the putuntial oxbtstn within BANWR for a

. pessible reintroauction ouf Sunaeran pvﬂnuhnrn whulops, In
reviewing what Literature Ls avallable on hinvtorice dstributious = -

and abundance of Sonoran pronghorn somo tuﬂntﬂ nonc

clarificatlion. Publishod estimates of ﬁnnnr11 pronghorn in this

sontury have variod arpound 100 individual Chesr o tu oo ’ T T
literature suggesting dramatic increases OL Avcruasos to this

~-number over the last 60 years, Historiv. accountu of
. distributions and abundances leave many questisns and the eastern
.range of Sonoran pronghorn is certalnly onae, ‘ho fact romains

howsver that tramatic impacts to the antelope population occurred
before or near the turn of the eentury., " With tho complotion of
the current Sonoran pronghorn antelope study it was learned that
Sonoran pronghorn are less tied to populations in Mexico than
praviously believed and a free interchange of antelope acrogs the
Mexico border does not occur, It is also significant to note
that most recent estimates of Sonoran pronghorn numbers within
Maxico has declined helow 100 antelope, In bringing all this to
Llight, the current population of Sonoran pronghorn antelope
within the U.s. is disjunct from the Mexican population and

numbers have not significantly changed in the last 60 yoars at
least,

he main premise to meot recovery needs of this antelope as



outlined in the Sonroan Pronghorn Recovery Plan is to expand the
curront population to 300 individuals or numbers determinod
feasible for the habitat., Obviously the current Sonovan
pronghorn antolope study answered many questions on the status,
movements, mortality, natality otc., but alseo loave unanswoered
questions, Such as what can be dono ko ILncrease numbers to 300
or if this is even possible. The Sonoran Pronghorn Antelopo
Recovery Taam feels that the only sure way to meet recovery noods
of this anteolope subspecies {3 through expansion of thelr curkent
range, It is possible that current rangw conditions or
cwnvironmental factors within the prescnt distribution of Sonoran
pronghorn will limit numbers to near 100 antolope, Hopefully
future rosearch can more accurately describe environmental
resistance within the current distributions. However it is
possible that population increases are not a reality in their
present range, It is €eor this reason that the Sonoran Pronghorn
. Antelope Recovery ‘Team feels expanding tho current distribution
15 nocossary,

RBecausce of tho small and scattered population of Sonoran
antelope It 18 not fcasible to assume that 20 to 40 individuals
sré avallable for an immediate transplant to any suitable vacant
haisitat and the Recovery Team doos not or has not supported such
a thought., The real possibility doed exsist howovor to pen
propagate this antelope, The Recovery Team is recommending such
a project. TIdeally an area could ho set aside te receive up to 4
antelope for propagation. In order to enhanco genetic varahility
A domoaneeiope rrom the Tule deserl aiga, o Joe aubelupe [iom Lho
growler valloy area anid a buck antelope £rom Mexico could be
captured and transported to such a breeding facility., Ultimately
with future capturos of 3 to 4 antelope in conjunction wilh
¢ontinuoed breeding a suitable number of Sonoran pronghorn for
reloase can be obtalned, I would also point out that a breeding
tacility ideally would be loacted in habitat suitable for Future
roloease but this is not a requisite for such a facility. ‘he
Recovery Team fecls that BANWR does indeod have the potential for
such a breedinyg facllity and may contain habitat suitable for
future releages., The presaonce of Sonoran pronghorn antelope at
BANWR would serve to enhance the nature of the rofuge for
supporting recovery of endangeved species of 0.8, fauna. The
prosence of a captive breeding herd of Sonoran pronghorn would
allow researchers the opportunity to further investigate the
physiology and anatomy of this unigque antelope, greatly enhancing
our understanding of Sonoran pronghorn,

I suggeaest that the issues of developing a breeding facility
tor Sonoran pronghorn and the sultability of future releases of



sonoran pronghoyrn be addresserd ag seperata issnes for the
BANWR, T would also suqgdgest that a member of tha Soporan
Pronghorn Antelope Rncovory Team be grantod mombership on the
Antelope Study Tcam baing proposed for BANWR.,

I hope you find thesce ideas of bonefih and can laond
support, TIf T or any member of the Sonoran Pronghorn Antoelope
Racovery Tem can be of further assistance please feel free to
contact me at any time,

Sincerely,
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Richard Remington, ''eam Loader

Sonoran Pronghorn Antolopce Recovery ‘Tean
3005 Pacific Avenuc

Yuma, AZ 85365

1602) 344034306
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